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ABSTRACT

In this paper, a detail description of numerals of Sihai Tangkhul which comes under Naga-Kuki sub
group of Tibeto-Burman language family is present. Sihai Tangkhul is a language spoken by a small
tribe, inhabited in the Central sub-division of Ukhrul district (Manipur) with a population of 1,239 in
a village called Sihai Khullen. Among 214 villages with their different languages, they communicate
either in Standard Tangkhul which is spoken in proper Ukhrul or Manipuri (the officialese of the
state). The paper attempts to give the numeral system of Sihai Tangkhul. The formation of numeral in
Sihai Tangkhul has three systems: (a) Addition (from 11-19, direct addition) and (from 21-29,
complex addition). (b) Multiplication (only 30, direct multiplication) and (from 40-1000, complex
multiplication). (c) Multiplication plus addition. Basic Cardinals are identified by different names and

higher numerals are identified on the basis of cardinal numerals.

INTRODUCTION

Sihai Tangkhul is spoken at Sihai Village of Ukhrul District. It is about 118 km from Imphal,
the Capital of Manipur. Number of population is 1239 only. There are 214 villages in this hilly district.
Since each village has different language, the Tangkhul tribes learn a second language i,e Standard
Tangkhul which is spoken at proper Ukhrul for communication. Linguistically this Tangkhul is under
the sub-group of Naga-Kuki which is under Naga Group of Tibeto-Burman Language family
(Grierson, 2006). Educationally from Primary level onwards, different Tangkhul speakers neglect
learning their first language. It is because of the fact that now-a-days the degree of incompetency of
understanding mother tongue is rapidly increasing among the new generation of Tangkhul speakers.
In such situation it is very clear that the policy of first language teaching and learning is invalid as it

is a matter of student’s and public opinion. It is also one of the reasons many tribal languages mainly
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spoken in the dense forest are becoming endangered languages in Manipur state. On the other hand,

only a few linguists are of interest to study in such a distant region.

Numerals in Sihai Tangkhul are as follows:
1. Cardinal numerals

Ordinal numerals

Multiplicative numerals

Aggregative numerals

Distributive numerals

Approximate numerals

N S g ke » N

Fractional numerals
8. Restrictive numerals and

9. Quantifiers

1. Cardinal numerals:

Cardinal numerals can be divided into two types in Sihai Tangkhul. They are
A) Basic cardinal and B) Compound cardinal.

A). Basic cardinals- Basic cardinals in Siahi Tangkhul are listed as follows;

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
kasaka ‘one’
khoni “two’

kotPom ‘three’
moti ‘four’
p"oni ‘five’
saruk ‘six’
thoni ‘seven’
tosat ‘eight’
coko ‘nine’
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sare ‘ten’
seko ‘hundred’
thonko ‘thousand’

B). Compound cardinals- There is compounding of basic cardinals to form compound cardinals.
They are of three groups namely,

a) Additive compound

b) Multiplicative compound

c) Multiplicative plus additive compound.

a) Additive compound - The numerals from eleven to twenty nine constitute the additive com-

pound. In this, from eleven to nineteen, basic cardinals (one to nine) are added directly to the /sare/

4

‘ten’.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
sore-kosoka ten+one ‘eleven’
sore-k"oni ten+two ‘twelve’
sore-kot"om ten+three “thirteen’
sore-moti ten+four ‘fourteen’
sare-phoni ten+five “fifteen’
sare-saruk ten+six ‘sixteen’
sore-thoni tentseven ‘seventeen’
sore-tosat tenteight ‘eighteen’
sore-coko ten+nine ‘nineteen’

From /moakan/ ‘twenty” onwards the affix /-le-/ ‘in addition to or by adding’ is added to the basic

cardinals to form additive compounds.
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Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
mokan-le-kasaka ‘twenty-one’
mokan-le-ktoni ‘twenty-two’
mokon-le-kothom ‘twenty-three’
mokon-le-moti ‘twenty-four’
mokon-le-phani ‘twenty-five’
mokan-le-saruk ‘twenty-six’
mokon-le-thoni ‘twenty-seven’
mokaon-le-tosot ‘twenty-eight’
mokan-le-coko ‘twenty-nine’

b) Multiplicative compound - There are two types of multiplicative compound. They are lower

and higher multiplicative compound.

I. I. Lower multiplicative compound: In the formation of lower multiplicative compound nu-
merals, from thirty to ninety are formed by ten x basic cardinals. But in the case of /t "amre/
‘thirty’, the initial sound /ka-/ of /kat"am/ ‘three” and /sa-/ of /sare/ ‘ten’ are lost and the remain-

ing morphemes /-re/ and /-t "am/ together form /t"amre/ means thirty.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
kot"om>t"om thom-re “thirty’
sore>re

Starting from /tamati/ ‘forty’ a new morpheme /t "5/ is introduced in place of /sare/ ‘ten” upto /t*

acokal minety’.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
tho-mati “forty’
tho-phoni “tifty’
tho-soruk ‘sixty’
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tho-thoni ‘seventy’
tho-tosot ‘eighty’
tho-coko ‘ninety’
I1. Higher multiplicative compound - There are two types of higher multiplicative compound

numerals in Sihai Tangkhul namely hundred and thousand. For more than thousand they use Ro-
man terms like /lok”/ ‘lakh’. For hundred the root /se/ and /t"ay/ for thousand are added to the car-

dinal numerals to form higher multiplicative compound numerals.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
se-ka ‘hundred’
se-khoni ‘two hundred’
se-kotPom ‘three hundred”
se-moti ‘four hundred’
se-pPoni ‘tive hundred’
se-soruk ‘six hundred’
se-thoni ‘seven hundred’
se-tosot ‘eight hundred’
se-coko ‘nine hundred’
thon-ka ‘thousand’
thon-khoni ‘two thousand’
thon-kathom ‘three thousand’
thon-moti ‘four thousand”
thon-phoni ‘five thousand’
thon-saruk ‘six thousand’
thon-thoni ‘seven thousand’
thop-tosot ‘eight thousand’
thon-coko ‘nine thousand’
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C) Multiplicative plus additive compound- The compound cardinal numerals from thirty-one to
ninety-nine are multiplicative plus additive compound. Here, the affix /-le-/ “in addition to or by add-

ing’ is used since the numeral formation is multiplication and addition.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
thom-re-le-kosoko Three x ten + one ‘thirty-one’
tho-moti-le-kosoka Ten x four + one ‘forty-one’
tho-phoni-le-kosoko Ten x five + one “fifty-one’
tho-soruk-le-kosoko Ten x six + one ‘sixty-one’
tho-thoni-le-kosoka Ten x seven + one ‘seventy-one’
tho-tosot-le-kosoko Ten x eight + one ‘eighty-one’
tho-coko-le-kosoko Ten x nine + one ‘ninety-one’

2) Ordinal numerals:
In the case of ordinals, a new lexical item /ak "ori/ “first’ is introduced. For other ordinals, the

first syllable /ak "2-/is taken and followed by the cardinals.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
okhori “first’
okho-k"oni ‘second’
okho-kothom ‘third”
ok o-mati ‘fourth’
ok"o-phoni “fifth’
okho-sore ‘tenth’
okho-sore-kasoko ‘eleventh’
ok "o-moko-le-kosoko ‘twenty-first’
okMo-tho-phoni “fiftieth’
okPo-seka ‘hundredth’

3) Multiplicative numerals:

Multiplicative numerals in Sihai Tangkhul are formed by adding a suffix /-seta/ ‘repetition’ to
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the cardinals.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
kasoka-seto ‘once’

k"ani-seta “twice’
kathom-seta ‘thrice’
ploni-seta ‘five times’
sore-seto ‘ten times’
seko-seta ‘hundred times’
thopko-seto ‘thousand times’

4) Aggregative numerals:
To form aggregative numerals in Sihai Tangkhul, suffix /-katoye/ ‘complete” is added to

cardinal numerals.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
p"oni-kotone ‘all the five’
thoni-katone ‘all the seven’
sore-koatone ‘all the ten’

5) Distributive numerals:

Distributive numerals are formed by suffixing /-ropta/ ‘each separately’ to the cardinal

numerals.
Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
kosoko-ropto ‘one each’
ploni-ropto ‘five each’
sare-ropta ‘ten each’

6) Approximate numerals:
In Sihai Tangkhul approximate numerals are formed by a suffix /-suka/ ‘about/not exact’ to the

cardinals.
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Sihai Tangkhul Gloss

sare-suko ‘about ten’
p"oni-suke ‘about five’
seka-suka ‘about hundred’

7) Fractional numerals:
Sihai Tangkhul use two fractional numerals i.e /ayki/ for “half’, /oki/ for ‘piece/segment” and for

“full” they use /kasaka/ “one’ exact meaning is the whole one.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss

anki ‘half’

oki ‘piece/segment’

kosoka ‘one whole/full’
kasaka-re-anki ‘one and a half’
k"oni-re-opki ‘two and a half’
oki-kosoko ‘one piece/one segment’

For other fractional numerals like one-third, three-fifth etc, they use a lexical item /wata/ in this

language.
Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
kosoke-woto-kot"om ‘one-third’
kosoka-woto-phoni ‘one-fifth’
kothom-woto-phoni ‘three-fifth’

8) Restrictive numerals:

To form restrictive numerals, suffix /-mama/ ‘only” is added to the cardinals.

Sihai Tangkhul Gloss
kosoko-momo ‘only one’
kot"om-momo ‘only three’
cokeo-momo ‘only nine’

SOIBAM SINGH & OINAM DEVI WWW.THEDAWNJOURNAL.COM 1031



THE DAWN JOURNAL VOL. 3, NO. 2, JULY - DECEMBER 2014

9) Quantifiers:
In this language, the word /niyanu/ is used to cover many senses like some, few, any, many,
little etc.
For examples;
1. sovesa piyanu ‘few man’
man few
2. rw  piyanu ‘some water’
water some
3. apesa piyanu ‘any children’
children any
4. com piyanu ‘little alcohol’

alcohol little

Conclusion

In Sihai Tangkhul, cardinal numerals are found in basic and compound formation. Compound
cardinals are formed by mainly additive and multiplicative nature. From eleven to nineteen basic
cardinals are directly added to the /sare/ ‘ten” and from twenty-one onwards affix /-le-/ “in addition
to or by adding’ is infixed to the cardinals. Lower multiplicative compound /t " amre/ ‘thirty” is
formed by morphemes //-t"am/ from /kat"am/ ‘three” and /-re/ from /sare/ ‘ten’. From forty onwards a
new morpheme /t "5/ ‘ten” is used up to ninety. The higher multiplicative compound are /seka/
‘hundred’ and /t*ayka/ ‘thousand” and for above this numerals they borrowed roman terms like /lok”
/ ‘lakh’. For ordinals, aggregative, distributive, approximate and fractional numerals different

markers are used.
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